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Dear Friends,

Happy New Year and a warm welcome to the first edition of E-Connections of The Women'’s Foundation!

The Women'’s Foundation is a registered charity dedicated to promoting the full participation of women and girls in
all aspects of Hong Kong society. Among our 2009 resolutions is to send you a bi-monthly e-newsletter to keep you
regularly informed of all our activities and achievements. We hope you enjoy receiving these updates and share our

news and progress with your friends and family.

2008 was an incredibly busy year for TWF but it was also an exciting twelve months of progress and development.
In each of our three priority areas - Girls, Women in Poverty and Women in Leadership - we proudly moved from
research to action with the launch of our first beneficiary programs. The generosity and support of our donors and

partners underpinned this work and we would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere thanks.

Program Update

Girls Program | Filmmaking Workshop

4 opportunity to write, direct, act, edit, shoot and produce

their original short films. According to Elissa Rosati of Focus
on Film: “this program has a unique ability to touch kids
directly and inspire in them an urge to tackle these issues
from a strongly personal and engaged standpoint. The
creative medium of film is the perfect platform from which
to explore a greater awareness of gender stereotyping
and the social effect the issue still presents”. These three
films are currently in production and will be screened for
the first time on |5 March, followed by a series of campus
screenings in international and local schools. Watch this
space for further information about screening times and

venues.
Last September, TWF launched an exciting initiative to

raise awareness of the role played by gender stereotyping
and discrimination in Hong Kong society. Thirty youths,
aged | I-21, were invited to attend a filmmaking workshop
entitled “A Girl's Life” and produce three short films. The
free workshop, which are being run in collaboration with
our grantee and partner Focus on Film Hong Kong (www.

focusonfilmhk.com), offer the girls and boys a unique
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Program Update

Women in Poverty Program

Training Courses on Financial Literacy and Personal Development

In July 2008, TWF, in partnership with a + b = 3, began
developing a training course which would be offered free
of charge to help low income Hong Kong women increase
their financial independence and economic security. The
resulting course, which comprises six two-hour sessions,
introduces basic financial skills such as saving and budgeting,
as well as confidence building and negotiation skills. The
purpose of the trainings is to support low income women
to becoming more confident, assertive, financially literate
and independent. Although the training course is still in its
pilot stage, it has already attracted over 80 women. Their
feedback has been encouraging with many participants

praising how the course has increased their self-confidence.

The pilot scheme is due to conclude in March and our

aim for 2009 is that the final program will be rolled out in
multiple Hong Kong districts.

In addition, a training course on entrepreneurship is also
being developed for low income women interested in

starting their own business.

Women in Leadership Program | Mentorship Program

The Women’s Foundation is now accepting nominations
and applications for mentees of the Women in Leadership
Mentorship Program. All tertiary-educated female Hong
Kong residents aged 21-35, who are currently working
and aspire to be in leadership positions in the future are
welcome to apply.

The Program hopes to provide young female HK residents
with the opportunity to enhance their business/corporate
acumen, life skills and confidence that would enable
them to take on senior and leadership roles in the future.

Through one on one sessions and a quarterly speaker
series, participants will engage with inspirational female role
models and mentors who are currently at top/senior level

positions in their respective professions.

Interested parties please submit the mentee application
form with updated CV on or before January 23, 2009.

The mentee application form and program information can
be downloaded at http://www.thewomensfoundationhk.
org/main/events_recent.php.

New Bilingual Research Report Available Online!

Our latest research report, Closing the Gender Gap in
Hong Kong: Conversations with the Community is now
available online at www.thewomensfoundationhk.
org/main/research_status.php. Printed copies are
also available upon request. The production and printing
of the full-length report and the Executive Summary have
been generously supported by Goldman Sachs.

Closing the Gender Gap in Hong Kong

L Copmverdfion with The Communiy
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The Women’s Foundation Leadership Awards 2009

Nominations

TWEF will again be presenting The Women's Foundation
Leadership Awards to recognize individuals who have
demonstrated outstanding leadership and raised awareness
on women'’s and girls’ issues in Hong Kong. TWF is now
inviting nominations in four categories: Philanthropy Leader,
Social Change Leader, Political Leader and Research Leader.
Meanwhile, over 400 schools have already been invited to
nominate their students for the Female Student Leader
Award.

Last year's awardees were Ms. Loletta Chu, Philanthropy
Leader; Ms. Fong Man-ying, Social Change Leader; Ms. Peggy
Lam, Political Leader; Dr. Leung Lai Ching, Research Leader;
and Ms. Sardonna Lam Po Pui, Female Student Leader.

Please visit our website: http://www.

thewomensfoundationhk.org/main/events_upcoming.php

for more information.

Dates for the Diary

8 March: International Women's Day

I5 March, 3-5pm: Premiere of the three short films
produced by participants of the Filmmaking Workshop.
Venue to be confirmed shortly.

The Women’s Foundation promotes
the full participation of women and
girls in all aspects of Hong Kong
society by building resources to
support change through research,
education, public awareness and
programs.

The Wumen g

Award Ceremony

Come join us at The Helena May on 6 March 2009 at 7pm
for our 2nd Annual Leadership Awards ceremony. This
unmissible evening of cocktails and canapés will celebrate
the achievements of five outstanding Hong Kong leaders
who have made a positive impact on the lives of women
and girls. An auction will also be held to raise funds for our
ongoing programs in leadership, poverty and girls. Tickets
are now available at HKD650. Please call 2592 8265 for
bookings.

For further information about The Women’s
Foundation, please visit our website:
www.thewomensfoundationhk.org.
To join our mailing list, please email info@

thewomensfoundationhk.org.

Contact us at:
The Women’s Foundation

1203 Cheungs Building, 1-3 Wing Lok Street,
Sheung Wan, Hong Kong

Tel: (852) 2592 8265  Fax: (852) 2592 8264
Email: info@thewomensfoundationhk.org

Website: www.thewomensfoundationhk.org
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