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Dear friends,

Last month was a busy month for The Women's Foundation.

We held a well-attended joint event with 85 Broads last week which saw over 100
people gather to hear Brett Rierson from the UN's World Food Program speak
about the imperative of affording women and girls equal access to education. We

will be arranging more speaker events in 2010 so stay tuned for dates and details.

I am also delighted to report that The Women's Foundation was admitted to the
International Network of Women's Funds last week which means we are now part
of an international movement of foundations and bodies supporting the
advancement of women's human rights and improvements in the status and
well-being of women and girls.

There is plenty to be done!l Last week's Community Business report on women on
boards in Hong Kong revealed that just 8.9% of board positions within Hang Seng
listed companies are held by women. See
http://www.communitybusiness.org/images/cb/publications/2009/WOB.pdf.
This is consistent with our own research indicating that women in Hong Kong are

being denied the opportunity to reach their full potential not just in business but
also in law, medicine, academia and politics, despite having achieved substantial
gains in education and legal protection in recent decades. The report vindicates
our belief that much more needs to be done to close the leadership gender gap in
Hong Kong. Through our research and our community programs, from our Annual
Leadership Awards celebrating female leaders to our Mentoring program to our
educational programs to combat gender stereotyping, The Women's Foundation is
committed to the promoting the advancement of women across all professional

sectors. I know many of you share the same vision.

All of us at the Foundation are taking great heart from the fact that our
research and our Leadership Awards have been featured in a number of articles
and programs including Emily Lau's letter to Hong Kong which was broadcast on
October 25, 2009 on RTHK (http://www.emilylau.org.hk/). Meanwhile, TVB Pearl's
Dolce Vita program at 9:30pm this Thursday will include an interview with Mrs

Anne Marden, the winner of our Philanthropy leadership award this year.
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